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INTRODUCTION

In January 2018, the Museum of British Colonialism was just an idea. We had just one team
member and a website. Twelve months later we have:

e Built a passionate team of over 20 volunteers, collaborating and working together across the
UK, Kenya, Italy, Japan and Germany

e Created a number of dynamic media pieces including a podcast listened to by almost
70,000 people, a documentary in collaboration with HistoryHit screened to sell out crowds
in Nairobi and London, digital maps shared and seen by almost 80,000 people, and videos
that have engaged audiences across the globe

e Attracted an active Twitter audience of over 1,700 who have supported the museum to
reach over 500,000 impressions and engagements

e Given talks at the Labour Heritage Society, Goldsmiths University and Africa House and
represented the museum at two international conferences, International Association of
Sound and Audiovisual Archives (IASA) in Accra and International Federation of
Television Archives (IFTA/FIAT) in Venice
Received £7,000 in funding that facilitated two field trips and extensive documentation
Started the beginnings of our first exhibition on the Mau Mau detention centres.



OUR TEAM

The development of our team has been core to our success this year.

Susan Wambui Kibaara

Geeta Jethwa

Annie Pfingst

Romy St John
Beth Rebisz

Olivia Windham Stewart

Mary Wanjiru Njoroge

Catie Harvey

Tayiana Chao
Sandra Grant
Ranjana Thapalyal
Gabriel Moshenska
Hannah McLean

Hellen Masido
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Camilla Omollo

Silvia Mwendia
Jeremy Bortz
Luna Diaz
Adam Rodgers Johns
Anais Walsdorf

David Nzioka
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OUR WORK

The Museum’s first project focuses on The Mau Mau Emergency. The majority of activities
undertaken and work completed this year has been on this topic.

Beyond the development of our team and network, key activities have been:
Producing our Operation Legacy Documentary, in partnership with HistoryHit

Conducting archival and field research in both the UK and Kenya
Presenting our work and building our digital audience

Developing our first exhibition
This section provides a short overview of those activities.
Operation Legacy Documentary

In 2009, a group of Kenyan war veterans sued the British government in order to reveal the truth
about what really happened in Kenya between 1952-1960. The case exposed a cover up so deep
it was to rock the British establishment and change the way we view colonial history forever.

In 2018, the British Museum of Colonialism co-produced a documentary with HistoryHit TV to
tell this incredible story. The documentary is now available online and will also be screened
across the UK and Kenya through 2019.

Archival and Field Research

In September 2018, five members of our team undertook field work exercise in Nyeri county,
with Anthony Maina from Museums of Kenya. The aim of the field work was to:

Visit sites where former camps are known to have stood.

Establish whether there are any physical structures from the camps that remain today
Examine the sites from an archaeological perspective and possibilities for future exploration
Record exact GPS coordinates of former camp sites

Document the sites for purposes of digital mapping and reconstructions

Interview former veterans on knowledge and experience within camps
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Sites visited included, Nyeri museum and Mau Mau flag site opposite DO’s office, Kangubiri
Girls (formerly Aguthi Works Camp), Mweru High School (formerly Mweru Works Camp) -
Mukuruweini, Karunaini where Field Marshall Dedan Kimathi was shot, Chinga Dam
(constructed by detainees from Othaya works camp), Ruirung’u stadium, and Karatina
University to learn more about the Centre for Liberation Studies.

View of Aguthi (Mungaria) Work Camp, from J.M. The same view, taken on the Museum’s research
Kariuki’s 1963 book ‘Mau Mau Detainee’. trip to Nyeri. Moha, above, stands in the former
location of the watchtower.

Brick from Mweru High School with the initials MWC, Former cell with barbed wire still visible
for Mweru Works Camp






